
What is European Community Whole 
Vehicle Type Approval (ECWVTA)? 

ECWVTA is the process of approving new vehicles. 
It is a European wide certification scheme that 
confirms a vehicle will meet specific standards, as 
well as ensuring vehicles are safer and have a lower 
impact on the environment.

There are 3 types of approval available: 

ECWVTA
European Community Whole 
Vehicle Type Approval

Manufacturers can build an unlimited number 
of subsequent vehicles of this type under this 
original approved design without needing 
to have each vehicle tested individually. This 
approval automatically allows the vehicle to 
be exported across Europe.

 
NSSTA
National Small Series Type Approval

For the production of smaller numbers of 
vehicle types. The manufacturer can build 
an agreed number of that type of vehicle a 
year, limiting production. This approval does 
not automatically allow the vehicle to be 
exported from the UK.

 
IVA
Individual Vehicle Approval

For one off/bespoke vehicles – every single 
vehicle that comes under this process has to 
be inspected by the DVSA at an approved 
site and a certificate issued. An IVA is only 
valid in the country in which it is issued, 
therefore preventing export from the UK.


